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LONDON TliffiS 
20 May 1980 


•" V‘ '’I 1' O -I * 


STAT 


an sprea^m| approyeqyersion of events j 



Ik^arS'DzhirkvefoVt'J...... v- . . ^ .. ... 

^KCB Ufficer Umd virtiy the leader-: 

pond?rtt;,, :ye/e'ctt^ir3to yBriYairt|:’;5v‘l* Nn the Kremhij] h^d felt 


f if necessary to- take stjch a 
“seaseless -and irrational .! step. 
Vye tliought it .was. coniplete 
niadhess ' (O 



contempt 'of the Soviet' leader- 
ship,. for j; the.. United States 
President and ■world opinion”. 
The r.tJ.pPolitbiiro— including 
r President Brezhpev, who played 
an. “ important- but not decisive 
role ’’ — wanted - to test Western 
rc.action, to see how far- ihey 
could go before the. West; took 
firm action in response, at p. to 
and including- military action.: ■ 
For this' reason many Soviet 
-officials - of his .age and rank 
. were privately- relieved - when 
|- President-Carter called for. a 
.gas., supplies,'; as well as-, the i. boj'cott of the Olympic Games 

since it might 
iet leadership to 
reconsider and revert .- to a 
“ stable rather than emotional 
policy . 

The breakdown of detente, 
they believed, was Russians fault 
rather .than America’s, and 
struck at^ the heart of their 
hopes for a steady improvement 


■ last ' ;?tO7!t/t.-Tl0 9iasthee«mitT.- 
'-’uie^ed ^^ e^Z«si^)e^y,t^,■,l)J;■VLho;• 

: Titneso-, His ; ydiscioshref , ahotity 

Ji/V.; the .-KGJS.v-Tass.'-vVioW'i , . . , 

Soviet^;' overseas ;o//icials MtirCi'l.ljdMIr.D/hirkvelov. liiinself, who. 
organized,y SomeiyL(dtitudes ' for .many years a. Soviet 
t/ie;--27iir(lr;Worl(l pjidi.;;speci/ict:ijiteliigence : expert -. on ’ Iran 
policies :- in'- East rAfnai.'jwill ‘-.and Turkey; can /see' no straie- 
appear in tvsejries 'of articlesvim^ gic or ' qconoinic juscificaiiou 

The' Times .t/iis. jyeefc.tind ne.tf. for the invasion 

In. this^^ article die l■ecomts.:y‘< jf had been A4n'we could 

■ hpw^ofn^s mthtn the 6outet:h;,.^e,, understood ' ii—iiierc 

machtne-:lmve.. reacted, to been Van economic 

A/ghtm . v.trtwnsion-t--.;nfpi’*, the - : 

Olympic ;boycot£;..i:V« > :;’Vt: V; !:.Vmotive, the securing of dll and 
'V:^.■•W^■:tV^■^s ■:'^■■nT.w•:^r•v•Vv•r■■.^';';r'^.gas.. supplies, ';'as well as-, the ;, ooycoii ot tiie 

;Soviet;:.t<.inyasipn j -o.f advantagaoof- control- ! as a reprisal', 

;i\fghanistan - surprised and rdi's-. Jing Tehran.-But why Afghani- ! force the Sovi 
..mayed I inanvi" inidtlle^rankiug' stan ?. :We have 'endugh moun- 
;:;Soyiet-_othcials,'4S(nne.*'of. whom, 'tains ' ’in' ’Fhe ''iiovief Union 
:vPnvateIy;',’welcomecr..'T'’rdsidenir '.'already.”- • V V:- • . •.J * 

::.Carter’s-'(;all for <'a. boycott of ' ’i' 

-Russians, --acc-ordi^ ^to' 

Mr Dznirkvelov, are not equip- 
ped -or prepared for mountain 
he believes the Soviet 

" the 

of 
of 

■/’■■I ; ■loug and bloody fighting against 

-Sa? "4?, " ''‘li- aad-Soviat - .nationalist a-ebels 

^ V- .1 'm , /('■hcsmofclii) in central A.sia 

Soviet propagapda.ef far-c in -all . ’during fhe early rears of Sov- 

the. Geneva , international ^ule* 

■nizations, ;and;,':tifter.ithe'‘iiivai'.; ■ t, 7 

■•.i 1. --.'.c-ri -:%■ Tile, basmatclu, he argues, 

VSipn' . pf: Afghaimtanyv-h^ ; ^ and as poorly 

dual, task ' of ;-''Sppeadiiig t, -the' armed as the mujahidin (com- 
; Sovief version of . eyein-j, among 'oatants in a holy war) of 
Vhis .; Western) colleague, 'i'an.'d; Aighan-isran, yet it took the 
r'felayiiig • theii-v-;*reuctrdii^^^^ entire might of the Red Army,. 

; Moscow... ■ ■ fighting on its o-wn ground, to 

, , In the X'efsidh- laid iddwir by , crush them in a protracted I 

’ Moscow* 'V, for disseininatioiiii; struggle. 

li ift • (I n wn «.ir* rv • ■ wamc*?' r1 \ hj'l ' 


Afghanistan' a;; “ proof -of . the [^'ith ' the Moscow Olympic -Com-; 
contemnt 'of the. Soviet' leader- imittee'-a '“quota”, of, .visitors 

has'' been 'agreed,'. contrary. ' td) 


-’abroad,- , the , dn'yasion' ;was’: dits;' 
'>tated/,by * the'iSoviet' desii'e*'-for' 
’peace- ; and ,;:by,7the ■.;jiee'd -ito) 
• defend'- the interests v'of sooial-j 
’..ism 
•Amer 


The Soviet troops noiv in 
Afghanistan, he maintains, are 
in a worse position, and are 
r • . - likely ' to become permanently 

against .-/-foieigitri^^m'ainly' down.in a war they may 

[lean interference. . I ' nevenwin on’foreign soil. 


Anoroval oft this; line'; hoW- 



; ".--'Vfi ,'-s ; ation — Sot-iet . - -. men — - - ano 

JepljLaagueS;! titPti j-itu?; women'whb were in their teens 

*.fu'SC-7'pittt®''fr;v;'plnc^ tan-'j'l'thP or early twenties in the Second 
■position , of having'to, .teU^thp' World -War, and are now well 
/Kremlin 'whac'it'vftpued to h^ar entrenched in Soviet socierj'. 
^ratlw How: canVAoiu ' justify.' to 

ti^i74yas^frrikad«i^ ^o^et :i 

.‘■•difflfVilt; hv- theVfactCthat' they U®ouis„ot \oun„ Kussian lads in , 


official Sovi et V -asse rti ons ;,that' 
visas ; tvould. be'., issued to' all 
those wishing t-o ; at.;end ..the. 

- Tliose- who, are .allo-wed in, 
Mr Dzhirkvelov reveals, will -be 
strictly con-fined to -certain pre- 
arranged '.-..routes,; - and . those: 
whostray tii right or deft -will not; 
gec^fac Specially formed vigi- 
lante - squads t(druzliimki) .-rwill' 
help -ithe • KGB - to ,keep_, contact’ 
between- ordinary Russims and. 
foreign tourists- to a -minimum. 

.■f“ Soviet ;citizens ”7.'.he - notes 
wdtli' a sniiIeii.-“ have —dealings 
with foreigners for only, two- 
reasons either ..put of sheer, 
necessity’ or out pi sheer fo.ol 
hardiness”. ..^,‘.4 ? f.C- 

- In Mr DzhirkveloVs'-i-view-/ 
the Soviet Gover-n-rnenf - has 
always sought to. -avoid' 'contart; 
between .Russians and-‘the-.Westi 


in Soviet life through conzact 

with the West ' . f and '.their .conduct). at,„ .the, 

'-: -a • . -t loiympic Games IS no exception.'. 

i rMr'DzhWkvapv^xp^S ^oiibei 

.seir regard and oiei-conti- -called 7 “ traitor.and sia-mlerer-,’;. 


dence undermined at'a- stroke 


the carefully erected structure '■^^'?';4saylhg i?Oi;. /bidKhe, is. MiiVj 


States and the Soviet Union, 
allfor a purpose which brought. 
“ no conceivable gain -vs'hatever” 
to the Soviet Union politically, 
and- even less to . the Soviet 
people, whose economic, plight 
Mr Rzhirkvelov describes' as 
“catastrophic”;,;,,. ;■ . ; L 

The Soviet man in -tlie- street,' 
be says, regards the holding of 
the Olympic Games in; Moscow 
as a grim joke in circumstances’ 
w'here even the most elementery; 
; foodstuffs are .“ dimmemoi-ies ” > 
' ■; Even' in .the 1960s, he claims, 
many privately opiiosed the idea 
-of siring the Olympic Games in: 
;Moscowc--and economic" -condi- 
■-tions 1-were.V,“ bettet-) then .'than 
‘they are. now-?’. .-.V- 'L- 
t-VMost;- Russians’-;are,'- heysays, 
apprehensive ■ fearing-.tbati--with 
the mammoth ■; ■ - diversion'-l< of 


■!Scarce-.,->reso-urces ;-.to--..; foreign- 
jtourists and sportsmen' there - 
■ were ; be even- less in- the shops- 


ti' I Mot* liavliig’;beeivgiveh .Yu; - , i- • , 

; i'ng in advance of .the invasion, 

Soviet ' officials'- '’abroad h -vvere , !£.•-. yThe 
i taken aback. '.-V-jWben'’' We ‘ diW is ^l^ew- it-.was ;to 

•iriassed Afghanistan; worl^nd above -all 

selves MrJ'Dah'irkvelov-' told '''8?hmgtw-^hat.the\^couId get 

. _ . _ -. , . aivav-. wirth-. If • anH-. hic 


j-Dzhilrkvelov, is alsq,apprenhen-'/ 
fsive about the influxvof visitors- 
•for security ; reasons. It tyould 
f he ' says jbe ( bnrealjsfiC;'” to lex-'r 
tpect the security orga-ns to kedp' 
ian ■)Veye}';-on,-' all j foreigners- 
lindividuallv 'durine -the' eames'l: 
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. avvay- winh= it. He and* his V-eoI- 
1 




his ’S’leW/that The.'Kf entHn'iis so, 
isolated 'iroin.i'jisjjbwnjpedpie/, 
and'receives'so dis'lerted a' view), 
of . the;.- outside ,,-wO’rJd.,fromi its 
age nt s’^abroadiVth at .it 'ybelieves; 
5 r^t/an ) i su f viy e ' bo.th ' .'t he').) d i?; 
approval' of .Amfltl dpjnioii'and a! 
deter id rating'’: 'economic , .sinia; 
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